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William Shakespeare was born on April 23, 1564, in 
Stratford-on-Avon, England, the third child of John 
Shakespeare, a well-to-do merchant, and Mary Arden, 
his wife. Young William probably attended the Stratford 
grammar school, where he learned English, Greek, and a 
great deal of Latin. 

In 1582 Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway. By 
1583 the couple had a daughter, Susanna, and two years 
later the twins, Hamnet and Judith. Somewhere between 
1585 and 1592 Shakespeare went to London, where he 
became first an actor and then a playwright. His acting 
company, The King’s Men, appeared most often in the 
Globe theatre, a part of which Shakespeare himself 
owned. 

In all, Shakespeare is believed to have written thirty- 
seven plays, several nondramatic poems, and a number 
of sonnets. In 1611 when he left the active life of the 
theatre, he returned to Stratford and became a country 
gentleman, living in the second-largest house in town. 
For five years he lived a quiet life. Then, on April 23, 
1616, William Shakespeare died and was buried in Trinity 
Church in Stratford. From his own time to the present, 
Shakespeare is considered one of the greatest writers of 
the English-speaking world. 
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and Juliet 


















Many years ago in Verona, Italy, there lived 
two families who hated one another. The Jj 
Montagues and the Caputets had been carrying J 
on a feud for as tong as they could remember. J 


o, If those Montagues 
£Y should come by, 
fc V I'll strike before 
they can run away! 


Then take out 
your sword, for 
two of them are 
Coming now. 


r n 

It 


Sampson and Gregory were servants of the Capu/ets, J 
They were just as ready to fight the Montagues as > 
their masters were. _ 



















POCKET CLASSICS 



The Capulets are 
better masters than 
the Montagues! 


What? 
You lie! 


s 





































Romeo and Juliet 



Stop, you fools! 
You don't know 
what you're doing! 


As the servants pre¬ 
pared to fight, Mon 
tague's nephew, s 
Benvolio. rushed 
up to them - 



Just then Tybalt, a nephew of Capu- 
let's wife , saw Benvolio with his sword 
drawn. He thought Benvolio wanted 
to fight along with the servants. 


Why fight 
them when 
you can fight 
me, Benvolio? 



I am trying to keep 
peace, Tybalt. If you 
must use your sword 
help me to separate 
these servants- 


J 


like 
peace., 
you and 
all the other 
Montagues, 
Fight me, I say! 
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Many good citizens 
of Verona were tired 
of the long feud. 
They rushed up to 
the fighting men. 
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Romeo and Juliet 
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At that moment 
Prince Escafus of 
Verona arrived.gi 


Stop this fighting! Three 
times already you Monta¬ 
gues and Capulets have up 
set our city with your 
bloody feud. We are tired 
of it! 
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As they spoke, 
Romeo came 
down the street 
Benvoiio went 
atone to talk with\ 
him, c 


Good morning, 
cousin. What is 
bothering you? 


Oh, Benvolto 
I am in love! 


Romeo and Juliet 


With this the prince left, and the 
people went back to their homes. 


By the way, 
Benvolio. ha 
you seen my 
son Romeo to¬ 
day? f am glad 
he was not in 
this fight. 


e 


I saw him walking 
this morning, Lady 
Montague. He wanted 
to be left alone. 


He has been doing that 
a tot lately, dear wife. He 
stays up all night long. 
And during the day he 
locks himself in his room. 
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Romeo and Juliet 



Sir, I would like 
to marry your 
daughter Juliet. 


A short time later. Old 
Capo let met with the 
County Paris, a hand 
some and rich young 
man. 


She is very 
young. But 
if she is will¬ 
ing, I will let 
you marry 
her. 



Old Capo let called his servant and 
gave him a list of names. 


Come to my feast tonight 
You may see some other 
lady more beautiful than 
Juliet. si- 


Go and invite all the 
people on this list to 
my home tonight. 


I will 
come, sir 
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At his master's order, 
the servant took the 
list and left. But be¬ 
cause he could not 
read, he had to stop 
someone and ask for 
help. As fuck would 
have it, Romeo and 
Benvolio happened 
to be walking by 
just then. 



Excuse me, good sirs. 
Can you tell me whose 
names are on this paper? 


As Romeo read the fist for him, 
he saw that the name of the lady 
he loved was included. 




Thank you for 
helping me, sirs. 

My master is Lord 
Caputet. If you 
are not Montagues, 
you are welcome 
attend his party. 



When the servant left, Ben 
volio quickly spoke with 
Romeo. 


So your lady is on the 
list! Let us go to the 
feast tonight. 1 am sure 
you will see others 
there who are just as 
pretty. When you com¬ 
pare them, you will 
agree with me! 
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Romeo and Juliet 



) will go, Benvolio, but 
not to find someone 
else. I want only to see 
my beloved. 
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County Paris has asked lor 
your hand. Me will be at the 
feast tonight. Do you think 
you can love him? 


I will not know 
until I see him, 
Mother, 


Marriage? I haven't 
thought about it. 


Well, think 
about it now. 
Many ladies in 
Verona younger 
than yourself 
are already 
married. 




I 



We'll be right 
there. Juliet, 
Paris is wait¬ 
ing, Let us go. 


Not long after¬ 
ward, a servant 
appeared at the 
door. 


Madam, the guests 


Jhave arrived, and l") 
supper wilt be , I 
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Romeo and Juliet 


That evening Romeo and BenvoUo joined the other guests at the Cap- 
ulets' costume party . Mercutio, another friend, went along as well. 




Come on. ff we waste 
our time talking, we 
will be late for supper. 


It doesn't matter, 
Benvolio. 



I cannot shake this feeling 
that something bad is going 
to happen! 
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Some time fa ter, Romeo arrived. 
Catching sight of Juliet across 
the room , he asked a servant 
her name. 
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Romeo and Juliet 



J This man is a Monta 
^gue. Where is my 
\ I sword? 


Standing nearby, Tybalt 
heard Romeo's low words 
and recognized his voice. 




Why do you shout 


Uncle, that 
man is Romeo, 
a Montague. 

He has come 
here to ruin 
your party. 


so, Tybalt? 


The citizens of Verona think 
highly of young Romeo. I do 
not want trouble under my 
roof, Tybalt. 


should not 
allow a Montague 
here. As you wish, I 
will not fight him now. 
But soon he will have 
to pay tor this! 
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Romeo and Juliet 



Madam, your 
mother would 
like to speak 
with you. 


Then 

Juliet's 

nurse 

drew 

near. 


After Juliet left, Romeo turned 
to the nurse. 



Her mother is a Capulet. 
This young girl is an enemy 
of my family. But I shall 
surely die without her! 
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Coming up behind him , Benvolio 
could Tell that something had 
disturbed Romeo. 


Yes, perhaps 
you are right. 


As they walked to the door, Lord 
Capo let urged Romeo and Benvo¬ 
lio to stay. They refused. 




The hour grows late and i 
must rest. Thank you for 
coming, everyone. Good 
night. 


When the young \j 
men had left , 
Capulet realized , 
that the party f 
had gone on 
long enough, l 
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Romeo and Juliet 



The young man 
who kissed you? 

He is a Montague. 
His name is Romeo, 
the only son of 
your great enemy. 


As the other guests 
were leaving, Juliet 
asked her nurse the 
name of the young 
man she had fast 
spoken to. 


Come, girl. 
The guests 
have all gone, 
and someone 
calls your 
name. 
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Meanwhile , once outside, Romeo 
could not bear to go home with- 
ou f catching ano ther glimpse of 
his beloved Juliet. 


How can I go 
forward when 
my love re- 
mains here? 
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Romeo and Juliet 



then 


Mer 


Let 


BP 


f nd 


cutio. We 
someone 


Cdfl 


who 


doesn 


wish 


be 


to 


found 



Meanwhile, in the garden, 
Romeo saw Jufiet at her 
balcony window. 


Wait! What light 
is that? ft is 
Juliet, as bright 
and beautiful 
as the sun! 



Without seeing 
Romeo , Juliet 
stepped out onto 
the balcony and 
spoke quietly to 
herself. j 


Oh, Romeo, if only 
you were not a Mon¬ 
tague! Yet, if you 
won't change. I'll deny 
my name and no longer 
be a Capulet! 
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It is only the Mon¬ 
tague name that 
makes Romeo an 
enemy. Take that 
away, and I would 
marry himl 



At this , Romeo spoke up. 


Romeo! How 
did you get 
here? This 
house means 
death for you! 
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Romeo and Juliet 





Romeo and Juliet spoke for a 
few moments of their love. 
Then Juliet heard her nurse 
calling at the bedroom door , 


I must go. If your 
love for me is true, 
tell my servant to¬ 
morrow when i 
send him to you. 
Then I shall marry 
you. 


Romeo climbed back over the 
wall. Even though it was very 
fate, he knew he would not be 
able to sleep. 


I will go to 

see Friar 
Laurence 
and tell him 
what has 
happened. 
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No, I have 
completely 
forgotten 
her. 



I have fallen in 
love with Juliet, 
Lord Capu let's 
daughter. You 
must marry us! 


After a few moments 
of silence. Friar 
Laurence agreed. 


I will help you, 
Romeo. 8y join¬ 
ing the Montagues 
and the Capu lets, 

I may end the feud 
between your two 
families! 
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Romeo and Juliet 



^ Early the next morning a 

DriuniJJl/p.ri -V j-J j|jf AJPAJ J- 


Benvol/o and Mercutio 
walked the streets of 
Venice searching for 
Romeo. _ 


73, Where can 
he be? 


I spoke with 
Romeo's 
ather. He 
did not come 
home last 
night. 


Xf 




Tybalt was angry that Romeo 
went to the party. He sent a 
letter to Romeo's house. 


challenge. 
I'll bet! 
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Benvoiio was the first to see 
his friend coming toward them. 


Ah, here 
comes 


Good day to you 
both. Please for¬ 
give me for run¬ 
ning off without 



Can any of 
you gentle¬ 
men tell 
me where 
I might 
find 

Romeo? 


Just then 
I Juliet's nurse 
f and a servant 
walked up. 


I am 
Romeo 



I would like to speak with 
you in private, sir. 


At this , Mercado and Benvoiio 
excused themselves. 



i We are going to 
rSdinner at your 
\ father's house, 
A\ Romeo. 
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Romeo and Juliet 






I've told Juliet that the 
County Paris is a good man 
to marry, but she won't 
listen to me. 


Good! She 
thinks only 
of me! 





I 
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Meanwhile, Juliet 
was waiting in her 
garden. The nurse 
had been gone for 
about three hours. 


Where can she be? 
She said she 
would be back in 
half an hour! 



Finally the 

nurse 

appeared. 


What news 
is there? 
Did you 
J ] meet 
L Romeo? 


Romeo is at Friar 
Laurence's place. 
Go there, and he 
will make you 
his wife. 
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Romeo and Juliet 
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Come on, now, 
Benvol io. You use 
the smallest excuse 
to pick a quarrel 
yourself I 


it grew very warm that afternoon, and 
Benvol io pleaded with Mercutio to go ' 


I think we 
should leave, 
Mercutio. It is 
hot, and many 
Capu lets are 
nearby. If we 
meet one of 
them, we will 
surely be in 
for a fight. 
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Ah, here comes 
the one I want 
to see! * 


Suddenly 
Tybalt saw 
Romeo 
coming 
his way. 


This is a public place. Let us go 
somewhere else to talk. 


People can 
look all they 
want. I will 
not leave 
this spot. 


Romeo and Juliet 
















































You have in¬ 
sulted me, 
Romeo. Draw 
your sword. 


I cannot f light 
you, Tybalt. 
The Capulet 
name is as dear 
as my own! 


POCKET CLASSICS 


Romeo had 
just been 
married to 
Juliet, Ty¬ 
balt's words 
could not 
anger him. 


Hearing this , 
Mercutio 
thought 
Romeo was 
too love sick 
to fight. He 
challenged 
Tybalt him¬ 
self. 








































Romeo and Juliet 



-j Benvol io, help me 
j to Stop this! 
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Tybalt... Mercutio .., stop! 
The prince has forbidden 
fighting in the streets of Veronal 


Tybalt, fast as a cat, ducked under 
Romeo's arm and stabbed Mercutio. 
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A curse on the Monta- Easy, Mer 
gue and Capulet houses! A cutio. The 
I am dying! xx" wound 

- ~ir - ——-—jr i cannot be 


Then Tybalt ran 
away with the other 
Caputets, while Mer- 
cutio held his bleed¬ 
ing side. 


very deep. 


I thought it 
best for all 
to stop the 
fight. 


Why did you 
come between 
us, Romeo? 
This is all 
your doing. 






































Romeo and Juliet 




Romeo! Brave 
r J. Mercutio s-y 
is dead! 


*C 

Just then Ben- 
votio rushed 3 
out of a near- “?|j 

by house. 


Then 1 must 
kill Tybalt, or 
be killed my¬ 
self! 
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And fust then Ty¬ 
balt returned. 


Mercutio's 
spirit waits 
for company 
Tybalt! One 
of us must 
go with him! 


POCKET CLASSICS 













































Romeo and Juliet 




A crowd soon 
gathered. The 
prince himself 
came to /earn 
what had hap- s 
pened. 


Tybalt killed 
Mercutio, and 
Romeo fought 
Tybalt for 
doing it. 
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Benvolio is a good friend 
of the Montagues, good 
prince. Do not listen 
to his story, 


At this, Lady 
Capufet spoke 

up. __ 


But oid Mon 
tague 
answered 
for his son. n 


If Tybalt killed 
Mercutio, then 
Romeo was right 
in killing Tybalt. 
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Romeo and Juliet 




■ 



Suddenly the nurse arrived 
carrying the rope ladder that 
Romeo would use . She was 
very upset. _ -sr’ 


Meanwhile , knowing nothing 
of what had happened, Juliet 
was sitting quietly in her garden , 


Tonight 
Romeo will 
climb my 
balcony, 
and we will 
be together! 


What is 

wrong, 

nurse? 


Tybalt is dead, kilie 
by Romeo. The prir 
has sent your new 
husband away from 
the city! 
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What have you 
learned, Father? 


POCKET CLASSICS 


Just then Juliet's nurse knocked 
and entered. 


■<1 Meanwhile, 

I Friar Laurence 
A returned to his 
home with news 
for Romeo. 


J Prince Escalus has 
given you a gentle 
punishment. You 
are to be sent 
away forever. 


P. 


I would 
rather die 
than be sent 
away. How 


Romeo, f come 
from lady Jul 
She asks that 
you come and 
comfort her 
tonight. 


















































Romeo and Juliet 



Go and see Juliet, Romeo 
Someday Prince Escalus 
may pardon you. Then 
you can return to your 
home. 




AH this time, Juliet's father did not know his daughter was wed to 
Romeo. He made plans with the County Paris. 


Friar Laurence 
told Romeo to 
leave Verona 
before dawn 
and go to the 
city of Mantua 
to five . 


Just be sure to 
leave the city 
before dawn. 

Go to Mantua 
for the time 
being, and I will 
contact you 
through your 
servant Baltha¬ 
sar. Now go. 


Thank you. Father. Fare 
well and good night. 

X 

^ xJ 




47 












































POCKET CLASSICS 


You may take my daughter as 
your wife next Thursday, How 
does that sound? 




Yes, my love. The birds are 
starting to sing and the sun is 
coming up. If I stay any longer 
I wilt be killed. 


At this very moment Romeo was 
standing on Juliet's balcony . 


Must you go 
so soon, 
Romeo? 
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Romeo and Juliet 
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I have good news, Juliet. 
To make you happy, we 
have arranged for you to 
marry the County Parts., 


Oh, no! Mother 
J will never 
marry him! 


fn a moment her father entered 
the room. Lady Capo let turned 
to him. 


Juliet does 
not want 
to marry 
Paris. 


What? 
You 
shall, 
Juliet, 

' or I will 
send 
you out 
of this 
house! 


Of course the Capu/ets thought 
they knew what was best for 
their daughter. When she would 
not do as they wished, they left 
her room angrily. Then Juliet 
found a way to get out of the 
house. 


As Lady Capu- 
fet entered the 
room, she saw 
how sad Juliet I 
was and rf‘ 

thought she & 
was still weep-\_^ 
ing at Tybalt's 
death. K 


a good 
idea, Juliet. 


Nurse, I must go and see Friar 
Laurence. I have tote! I him 
that I made my 
parents angry. 
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Romeo and Juliet 



Three days is a very 
short time! 


Meanwhile, the 
county Paris had 
gone to see Friar 
Laurence to make 
plans for his 
wedding. ^ 


It is the Capu- 
lets who want 
to hurry. 


Just then Juliet 
rushed into the 
room. Shecou/d 
hardly wait to 
speak with the 
kind friar. 


Not yet, 
Paris. 
Father, 
may I see 
you alone? 


When the 
county Paris 
had left , Juliet 
begged the 
monk to help 
her ; 


Drink the liquid in 
this vial. It will put 
you into a deep sleep 
and everyone will 
think you are dead! 


I know what 
troubles you, 

[ 'Juliet. And I 
1 ;v have an answer. 
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You will then be 
placed in a tomb. 

I will write to 
Romeo, and he 
will be there when 
you wake up. 



Father, I met 
Paris in Friar 
Laurence's room 
I believe he is a 
good man. 


Juliet returned at once to her 
father's house 


Then you shall 
marry him to¬ 
morrow instead 
of Thursday! 
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Romeo and Juliet 


The next morning , the nurse 
went to Juliet's room to prepare 
her for the wedding. 


Juliet? Oh, 
no! She is 
dead! 


Hearing the nurse's cries, Lord 
and Lady Capu/et rushed into 
the room . 


Death has come ( 
like a frost to L 
this sweet 
flower. 


Downstairs , 
the county 
Paris waited 
with Friar 
Laurence. 


Is the bride 
ready to go 
to church? 


She will goto 
church and 
never return. 
Juliet is dead! 


Within seconds 
the liquid had 
done its work. 
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Your wife is dead, 
Romeo, i saw her 
body placed in the 
Capulet tomb! 


While these 
things were 
happening, 
Romeo was 
walking 
down a street 
in Mantua. 

AH at once 
his servant, 
Balthasar, 
found him. * 


Balthasar, how 
is Juliet? 




Romeo was stunned 
at the news, hut he 
made plans quickly. 


Get some horses for 
us, Balthasar. We 
will leave for Verona 
tonight. Are there 
any messages from 
Friar Laurence? 


_jL 

No, none. 




When Balthasar had 
gone , Romeo went 
to a nearby drug 
store to buy some 
poison. He planned 
to take his own ( 
life and die next 
to Juliet. 
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Romeo and Juliet 


Meanwhile, back in Verona, Friar 
Laurence was very upset. The 
day before, he had written a 
letter to Romeo and had given 
it to Friar John. He thought 
Friar John would bring back 


Have you been 
to see Romeo, 
Friar John? 



I have bad news, 
Friar Laurence. 
The house l 
was staying in 
was locked up 
ait day yester¬ 
day because 
they thought 
someone had 
a disease that 
would spread 
to others. No 
one was allowed 
to come or go 
until they were 
sure everything 
was ail right. 
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Romeo and Balthasar drew near to Juliet's tomb. They had just 
arrived from Mantua. 


Take this letter, 
Balthasar, and 
give it to my 
father. I would 
like to be alone. 


IP" 

When he had 
gone, Romeo 
used Baltha¬ 
sar's tools to 
open the tomb. 
Seeing this , 
Paris stepped 
from the 
shadows and 
ordered Romeo 
to stop. 


Romeo, you killed 
Juliet's cousin and she 
died from sadness at 
his death. You must 
not do anything else tOj 
* . , ■ hurt her family. Leave 
3^1 her tomb alone. 
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Romeo and Juliet 






But Paris would not 
listen. The two men 
fought, and Paris was 
killed. 





Suddenly Romeo realized that the man 
he had just killed was Mercutio's cou¬ 
sin. Mercutio had been one of Romeo's 
best friends. 


I will lay him 
in the tomb 
near Juliet, 
Then I will 
join them 
myself! 


Mow I know 
who this 
young man 
was. 
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Moments later , Friar Laurence 
and Balthasar entered the tomb. 
Juliet had just awakened. 


Where is ^ 

Romeo? 



Just before he fell, he kissed 
Juliet one last time „ 


He is dead, Juliet, 
and so is Paris. Let 
us get out of here 
at once! 
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Romeo and Juliet 


Bu t Juliet was 
too shocked 
and sad to 
leave. Mean¬ 
while, Friar 
Laurence was 
afraid to be 
found by the 
guards, and he 
and Balthasar 
left Quickly. 


With this, she took Romeo's dag¬ 
ger and plunged it into her 
heart. 


Called by Paris' servant, several 
guards soon arrived at the tomb. 
Anotherjguard brought Baltha¬ 
sar and Friar Laurence back. 


I cannot live with 
out Romeo, so I, 
too, must die! 




































Romeo and Paris are dead. 
And Juliet, who we thought 
was dead before, seems to 
have killed herselfL - £3 


One of the 
guards went 
into the tomb 
and found the 
bodies. Mean- 
while , Prince 
Escafus and the 
Capu/ets arrived. 
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Balthasar and Friar Laurence were brought forward for questioning 
fust as Lord Montague reached the tomb. 


I will tell you 
what happened 
here, Prince Esca* 
I us. I secretly 
married Romeo 
and Juliet. 


I tried to save Juliet 
from a second marriage 
by having her pretend 
to be dead. Romeo was 
to have taken her with 
him to Mantua. These 
deaths are all my fault. 






































Romeo and Juliet 



Laurence had said was true. 


You Montagues 
and Capo lets! See 
what your fighting 
has done? F irst of 
all, Mercutio and 
Paris are dead. 


And finally , at the prince’s words 
the two families realized how 
stupid they had been. 


I give you my hand 
and more. We shall 
never fight again! 


Montague, 
give me your 
hand. From 
this day 
forth our 
feud is over! 


The sad story 
of what hap¬ 
pened here 
will remain 
with us 
always! 


At that Balthasar handed Prince 
Escafus the letter Romeo had 
given him. It proved what Friar 


The Capulets have lost Juliet 
and the Montagues have lost 
Romeo. Ail of us have been 
punished because of you! 
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C24 The War of the Worlds 

€25 Around the World in Eighty Days 

€26 Captains Courageous 

C27 A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court 
€28 The Hound of the Baskervilles 
C29 The House of the Seven Gables 
C30 Jane Eyre 

C31 The Last of the Mohicans 

€32 The Best of 0. Henry 

€33 The Best of Poe 

€34 Two Years Before the Mast 

035 White Fang 

C36 Wuthering Heights 

C37 Ben Hut 

C38 A Christmas Carol 

C39 The Food of the Gods 

C40 I vanhoe 

041 The Man in the Iron Mask 
C42 The Prince and the Pauper 
C43 The Prisoner of Zenda 
C44 The Return of the Native 
C45 Robinson Crusoe 
C46 The Scarlet Pimpernel 





COMPLETE LIST OF POCKET CLASSICS AVAILABLE 
{cont'd} 

C47 The Sea Wolf 

C48 The Swiss Family Robinson 

C49 Billy Budd 

C50 Crime and Punishment 

C51 Don Quixote 

C52 Great Expectations 

C53 Heidi 

C54 The I Iliad 

C55 Lord Jim 

C56 The Mutiny on Board H.M.S. Bounty 

C57 The Odyssey 

C58 Oliver Twist 

C59 Pride and Prejudice 

C60 The Turn of the Screw 

SHAKESPEARE 

S t As You Like It 
S 2 Hamlet 
S 3 Julius Caesar 
S 4 King Lear 
S 5 Macbeth 

S 6 The Merchant of Venice 
S 7 A Midsummer Night's Dream 
S 8 Othello 
S 9 Romeo and Juliet 

510 The T-r,iing of the Shrew 

511 The Tempest 
SI 2 Twelfth Night 







momeo 
ant Juliet 


POCKET CLASSICS bring great literature to life! 

Three witches on a lonely heath ... a young girl 
in a death-like trance . ., the ghost of a murdered 
king—these are the characters of Shakespeare. 
Travel with them as they come to life on the pages 
of the Pocket Classics. Visit Scotland, Italy, Nor¬ 
way, England and magical islands in the middle 
of the sea; you'll soon discover for yourself that 
Shakespeare is one of the great writers of all time. 













































